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Clayton teen found guiity of murdering ex-girlfriend

Related

By Marcus K. Garmner

The Atianta Journal-Constitution

An Ellenwood teenager wés convictad of murder ?riday for the shooting death of his 16-year-old former girlfriend.

A Clayton County jury found Kevin Kosturi guilty of murder, aggravated assaull, felony murder — causing a parson's death during
the commission of a falony — tamparing with evidence, giving false stalements te police, possession of a gun during the commission
of & falony and gun pessassion by a miner for the death of Anged Hepe Freeman,

Kosturi was 15 on Feb. 21, 2011, the day of the shooting. He now faces multiple life terms in state prison.

While hiz attornays argued that the shooting was accidental - the result of fwo lovers playing around with a loaded weapon ~
prosecutors sakd the kiling was a murder-suicide gone wrong.

“The murder worked, but the suicide fafled,” Clayton County assigtant district attorney Bill Dixon said Thursday in his closing
statement, an surprise elemant he and co-counsel Michae! Thurston buill throughout the proceedings 1o spring st the very end of the
trial.

On that day, Kosturi invited Freeman to a fort in the woods near his home. The couple had just ended a seemingly tumuluous
relationship, and evidence prosecutors lafd out during ths trial suggested that Kosturi was obsessing over her.

*He said, if | can't have you, nobody can,” Morrow High Schoo! classmate Charies Willlams said of Kostur from the witness stand
on Tuesday. “l just knew they were arguing and were on the verge of breaking up.”

Another friend, Casey Bartlett, told the jury that after withessing an argument between Freeman and Kosturl, Kosturi was emphatic
in his pledge 1o kil his then-giitfriend.

“| said, 'Kevin, don't say that,” Bartlett told the jury. "He said. 'no, reelly. Pm going to Kifl her.”
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A GBlforensic gun exper teslified on Wednesday that the five-shot, .38-caliber revolver that killed Freeman misfired on the fina)

shot .. after Kosturi had already fired off three rounds sartier that day.

And sfter the shooting, he admitted to hiding the gun and lying twice to investigators about what happened.

“You saw the hammer (of the revolver) hit the silver bullet, but i didn't fire,” Dixon said. “He panicked, and went out and threw the
gun into the pond.”

Sentencing wit be held at an as yet undetermined date.
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